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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-634
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Boyer, Anderson and Redman
Date of Introduction: November 13, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: November 15, 2012
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 740 – Sidewalks, Curbs and Gutters – to clarify the responsibilities of property owners with respect to the construction and maintenance of sidewalks, curbs and gutters abutting their property.  The bill removes the requirement that each property owner must construct and maintain sidewalk, curb and gutter along any part of their property that abuts a street, park or other public place in the City.  The amendment establishes several options for voluntary construction and maintenance of such amenities by the property owner or by the City, and authorizes the City Engineer to waive the construction of such facilities upon showing of good cause.
Background Information: The City Council’s Special Committee on Context Sensitive Streets heard from the City Engineer that the City has not enforced the current provision regarding mandatory construction and maintenance by property owners for many years.  This bill changes the Code to reflect current practice and to provide an option for the City Engineer to waive the requirement to provide sidewalks, curbs and gutters where such facilities clearly don’t make sense (i.e. when a single family residence is constructed on a large lot with no surrounding sidewalks or curbs and gutters with which to connect).  The bill provides options for the owner to construct the facilities at his/her expense, with appropriate permits from the City, or for the City to construct the facilities (resources permitting) at the request of a City Council member or a school principal or pursuant to the Public Works Department’s Sidewalk Construction Guidelines.
Policy Impact Area: Sidewalk construction and maintenance
Fiscal Impact: None; codifies current practice and provides for an exemption from construction where such facilities do not make logical sense.
Analyst: Clements
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